
People and Government



Principles of Government



Essential Features of a State

• Population
• Territory
• Sovereignty
• Government



Theories of the Origin of the State

• Evolutionary
• Force
• Devine Right
• Social Contract



Hobbes and Locke



Purposes of Government

• Maintaining Social Order
• Providing Public Services
• Providing National Security
• Making Economic Decisions 



The Formation of 
Governments



Government Systems

• Unitary
• Federal
• Confederate



Unitary States



Federal States



Confederations

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=3


Constitutions and Government

• Oldest
• Unwritten
• Constitutional 

Government



Constitutions and Government

• Incomplete Guides
• A Statement of Goals
• A Framework of 

Government
• The Highest Law



Politics and Government

• Seeking Government 
Benefits 

• Importance of Politics
• Special Interests



Governing in the Twentieth Century

• Major Inequalities Among States
• Growing Interdependence
• Nonstate International Groups
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